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THE PASSING OF

End of Once Noforious
Section is in Sight.

Old Buildings Must Crum-
bie Before Advance
of Business.

Some Tales of the “Good
Days’’ There.

Grafters Plied Their Merry |

Vocation of Robbing
Woodsmen.
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BE BUT A MEMORY NEXT YEAR,
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Fair enchantresses,
known as bleached blondes, _fre-:-ly
frequented the Bowery drinking
palaces, and if a man had anything
left in the shape of money when he
was through with the card sharps
and other gambling sharps, the wom-
en would take nhim In tow, which
meant that he would be looking for
a job as soon as he became Sober.
Wi a man wus not to be fleeced
in a eard game or on the faro or
ulette table, or with loaded qlice,
by deft women's fingers, the
ple expedlent of knock-out drops
resorted to, and the unfortunate
was thrown into the *“snake”
) to sober up, after his pockets
had been searched and all valuables
appropriated to the uses of the
gearcher. When the victim woke up
the morning h¢ would have a very
he and a very poor mem-
1t had happened the night
and woull be in no position
to see that justice was done him.
The blg mitt men Were smooth.
There seemed no way of getting back
at 'h m ntil finally the police got
after them, hammer and tongs, and
1 them out of the city, never to

mora commonly

ro

before,

\'c
return.
| Did Not Submit Tamely.

But the lumberiacks did not always
submit tamely to being robbed. Old
residents can ite  numerous in-
stances where there was trouble after
the losses of the victims were dis-
covered. Somet!mes the wronged
man had a bunch of staunch friends
in the city, and they would all get
together and start to “clean up” the
place where the knock-out drops were
admlmsterﬂd And not infrequently
they succeeded, There used to be
some great free-for-all fights on the
Bowery.

One story is told of a strapping s=ix-
footer, by the 1ame_ of
He was born in the West, and had
roughed it all his life, He consid-
ered himself a thorough American,
and at all times was possessed with
the c\»u—a::e of the minute-men of
old, together the recklessness of
a drunken Swenson was a
typical lumberjack, and loved whisky
and as much as any of
his agso .
He struck Duluth one Christmas day,
with half a dozen boon companions.
After partaking of a fea
anything the camp

| gcooted

separated, and soon Swenson found|
himself in a dirty bar room, seated at
a little table. Opposite him was the
woman in the case, and between them
was a bottle of beer and the necessary
glasses. A three-piece orchestra was
creating a tearful din in the end of the
room, where four or five men and as
many women were giving a good im-
itation of a noisy dance.
Knock Out Drops.

In paying for the beer, Swenson fru-

quently displayed a roll of greenbacks

that a pug dog would have had a hard

time jumping over. This proved to be
his downfall. Before Swesson had en-
joyed the conversation of his companion
fifteen minutes knock-out drops had
found their way Into his glass, When
the man wok p the sun was shining
through a dirty of glass on to a
dirtier floor. It didn't take the lum-|
berjack long to see that he was in the
back room of a saloon, and he also
learned very quickly that his roll was
nissing.

He felt stiff In every joint, and his

head was aching, but he-was tQo angry
to notice these things. It was 4 severc
case of brainstorm, supplemented by
mental derangement and blood in the
eye. As a starter, Swenson kicked a
panel out of the door and then kicked
the door open, breaking the catch
doing so. Then, as a preliminary of
what was to come, he picked up an
iron cuspidor and threw it playfully at
the handsome mirror behind the bar.
His aim was good, and the missle had
the desired effect. A roulette wheel
man, two bartenders and a porter were
cn duty at the time. The bartenders
out from underneath the fall-
ing glass and made a run for Swenson.

Swenson picked up a chair and
knocked the first man senseless with
it. The chair was broken by the shock,
and the cursing woodsman found him-
gelf with only the light back of the
frail piece of furniture in his hani.
This did not suit his purpose, so ha
threw it through a window and land-
ed a huge fist on the ear of the irate
bartender. Little skirmishes of this
kind were expecled in those days, and
saloon employes were employed with
an eye to their pugilistic ability, as
well as to thelr ability to mix drinks
and to do a few other things. Thi
bartender was nearly as blg as Swen-
son, and was not at all lacking in
courage. He came back, blow for blow,
and for a few minutes there was a
“rough house.” The porter and gam-
bler danced around, trying to get a
change to hit Swenson, but the
was such a lively one that they could
not well interfere at first without en-
dangering the chances of their favor-
ite,

Swenson had his hands full,

but was

getting the best of it when the gam-

bler saw an opening. He got in a
blow with a billiard cue from behini,
and at the same time the porter grasp-
ed the lumberjack around the
the combination of circumstances
bringing the man to the floor, and
knocked the stove off its legs, while
the falling stovepipe scattered soot
promiscuously around the room.
man was dazed by the blow, and be-
fore
beaten insensibility and

almost into

|thrown into the street.

Swenson. |
‘his

Seek Revenge.
Bleeding and cursing, he sought out
companions
but did not get them all together un-
til along toward evening. They hatch-
ed out a plan for revenge. Each pur-
chased a cheap revolver and stuck it,
fully loaded,
were to be used only in case of emer-
gency. Thus equipped, the seven heal-

,ed for the offending saloon, whose pro-

£t which beat|
cook could serve,|

the crowd started out to see the sights. |

They started and onded on the Bowery.
All of them got properly jagged, and
while in this condition met several nf
,the aforesaid blesched blondes. They

prietors might or might not have been

connected with the knock out drop
episode,
Clean Out Saloon.
By the

'not a whole picce pf furniture

‘and
in|

!
|
|
the room, and drinking and talking]
noisily. The full force of salocn em-|
ployes was on hand, which does not|
necessarily mean that all were bar-
tenders. Swenson's friends began 10
mix things right away. 7The stove pip=
was knocked down to start with, and
then two billlard cues in the hands
of the lumberjacks played havoc witn
the glasses bLehind the bar. A barten-
der reached for his gun, but got a
blow on the he ud and went promptly
out of Some of the wo-
men screamed .md took to their heela,
while others backed up along the wall

and urged their companions to pitch
in and help the saloon men. But the
companions happened to be lumber-

jacks themselves, and did not interfere,
further than to get out of the way
and watch the scrap.

There wos a merry mix up for about
fifteen minutes, but luckily no shots
were fired. When the victorious wood
men left they left ruin’In their wake.
The saloon men were.all beaten al-
most into insensibillty, and there was
in the
room. Even the Bar had been torn|
from its moorings and tipped over. The
bottled gooas were broken until scarce-
ly a whole bottle was left in the house,
an axe served tg break open most cf
the full kegs and barrels. The police
did not get on to what was doing un-|
il after the fracas was over. The lum-

'berjacks left town by team and were

never even arrested,
Many Humorous Incidents.

Old timers recall many instances,
both humorous and pathetic, connected
with the early days of the old Bowery.

A new plan of serving drinks to the
many thirsty of Duluth in an eariy
day was first inaugurated on the Bow-
ery and it made the down town saloons |

look like deserted villages when the!
“method” became well known to the
public.

Two enterprising citizens opened up

|a saloon which was designated by the

| et

contest,

| unusually

somewhat startling title of “The Buck-
of Blood.” Here beer was sold in
bottles, pints for 5 cénts and quarts for
10 eents. An enormous business followed
the introduction of this plan, and busi-
ness establishments on the edge of
the Bowery began to lose their trade In
an alarming manner. “The Bucket of
Blood™ was a popular place, and an
old resident tells of calling there one
time in search for a man he wished to
locate, who had been employed to go
out with a surveying crew. They en-|
tered the “"Bucket” and ordered a
bottle. At that time there was but one
fight in progress, and the place was
quiet. Before the party lo-
cated his man, however, three fights|

| were golng merrily on, the proprietor |

knee.\'.t

The |

he could recover himself he was|

of the night before,|

and bar man paying no attention to
the belligerents, but continuing to dish
out the bottle and rake in the money:
Fighting seemed to be part of the en-
tertainment in the early days of the
Bowery.
The Barrel House Plan. |
Another Innovacation in the manner
of dispensing booze was the barrel
house or bodega plan. Great foaming
mugs of bu‘:r were drawn right from
the barrel at 5 cents per, and the busi-
ness done in a day was enormous.
Partles are mentioned who have amass-
ed fourtunes on the Bowery, most of|
them being in the liquor business or
running gating houses and lodging
rooms,
In the rear of many of the drink em-|
poriums of those days were rooms, or|

i rather box stalls, filled with hay, and

into his hip pocket. These |

{ of

here the lumber jack with an over load
grape, or the sallor who had first
been *rolled” and then dumped into|
the place to sleep off his load, found
a common sleeping place. Meén lay|
ﬂ!’O}l‘l])d like dead flies In these back
stalls
that the first man up In the morning

time the woodsmen entered|tcok his pick of the wearing apparel.

the place, the usual evening crowd was| It was unsafe to remove shoes or shirt,

on hand.

All traces of the morning's|for the owner was certain of losing gone.

—Photo by Herald Photographer.

FAMOUS OLD LANDMARK WILL BE TORN DOWN.

complaints were made, and if a man
saw some one else wearing his hat,
coats or shoes, he either whipped him,
tried to do it, or kept his peace.

Many Well Known Characters.
There were many characters
known to the populace of the Bow-

ery In an early day who were sort
of privileged characters, One Jack
Marshal, a competent man when
sober, and often engaged in survey-
ing, grew a wonderful growth of |
whiskers, and was known as “0Old!
Whiskers."” Jack has long since|

gone to his reward, and only the old- |
timers wil] recall him.

(to the depot,

and there was a standing rule|

The suggestive cognomen of
Skin Campbeill” was that under
which a typlcal Bowery character
lived and died in the days of the old
Bowery. Campbell wore, summer

jand winter, an old fish jacket of oil-

skin, and that garment lastéed him at
least ten years, according to those
who knew him. He was a rough but
whole-souled chap, a good fellow and
good drinker, He Dboasted of his
ability of carrying more *“poison”
than any man on the Bowery, and
few cared to discuss the question
with him, “Yellow Stone Jack"” was
another character, Jack hailed from
the West and was handy with his
hands in a fight, “frisking” a drur.ken‘
sailor or lifting a ‘'schooner” to his|
lips,. He has long since passed to
other fields, and has not been seen

here for years.
“Bob"” Smollett on Ground.
Smollett, the well-known
patrolled the Bowery
and the trials of
police officer were many, The Bow-
ery was the ‘“school of graduation™
for the little dagoes of that end of
the city, and the kids were turned
loose to earn what they could
blacking shoes, se g ;.:p(ru or any
other way that came g. Very
some lumberjack came down
the woods with his winters’
wages, and after purchasing “store
c-.u..us " new boots, and having him-
self *“trlgged up,” started out like
Norval on the Grampian hills, in
search of strange adventures, These
fellows were easy picking for the
denizens of the old Bowery. They
were “mooched” of their change, and
when they finally came out of their
Rip Van Winkle slumber found them-
selves in one of the box stam of 'mv
along with the others who "also ran.
The enforcement of the curfew law
was one of the trials of the police in
an early day. The little dusky urchins,
llke so many rats, would skud in one
door and out another, here and th(:re.
and to keep them from the streets wi
next to impossible.
en a swarm of the urchins through al
saloon to their homes, ‘as he supposed, |

Bob
iceman,
early days,

po-
in

often
1,‘“11]

|the officer would find to his surprise|

that they had simply skudded through
circled around and were
back under foot, playing all sorts of
pranks and devlitry again. It was a
hopeless case and the temper of the

police was in a decidedly ruffled con-|

dition most of the time.
Gus and His Plgeons.

Many will recall old Gus Hollen and|
his pigeons. He conducted a boarding/|

|house and drinking shop on the Lu“(ry1

and pigeons had nestled under the

eaves of his bulldings, multiplying un-|

til the place fairly swarmed with them.
Finzally Gus pw-sed away and his fam-
ily followed him or removed to other
localities but the pigeons stayed on,
multiplying generation after generation
until they became as thick as swarms
of bees. The buildings were torn down
later or and the birds took refuge un-
der the eaves of the Great Northern
depot where they continued to foilow
out the Roosevelt idea and multiply.|
They became such an annoyance that
the rallroad offlcials offered a reward
of $25.00 to the man who would destroy
their nests. Two well known men of
the neighborhood secured ladders and
with sacks repaired to the depot one
night, climbed up to the nests and
made a pigeon haul never duplicated
in any country. Sack after sack of
the sleeping birds were filled and
pigeon dinner, pigeon pot-pie, pigecn
on toast and cooked In every conceiv-

lable way tickeled the palates of the

Bowery elite for weeks.

An Incident is recalled of one saloon
keeper who was so annoyed by the

|young gamins frequenting the streets

day and night as to be almost wild and
how he got even with them. An urchin

|in those days hated the sight of water

as a mad dog does and thelr faces,
grimy hards and bare legs bore out
the assertion. The saloon man in ques-
tion, arranged a big squirt gun and
tub near his door and at the sight of

the brals would turn on the stream,|
|showering the little fellows in the facs,

or any where he was able to get a line
on them. They kept clear of hls place
for some time after trying the *“squirt
gun cure”

Orderly Place Now.

For several years past now the Bow-
erl has been a very orderly place. The
saloons are as much on the square as
|they are in other sections of the city.
The lumberjack 18 no more apt to be

relieved of his valuables west of Fifth|

avenue west, than he is east of Filth
lavenue west. The big mitt men are
The women were long since for-

disorder had been removed, except that|them and would have to look about frzrtb:dden to enter the saloons, and gam-

the mirror had not been replaced. Mcn | Ssome unfortunate companion in turn
and women were freely intermingled im|to “frisk” of his wearing apparel. No

Good order is always maintained in

lbllng was long ago done away with.

well "

the |

in |

After having drh -1

Ethe district, and the hotels and restau-

rants and saloons and stores traat
their patrons as fairly as hotels, res-|
Itaumnn and saloons and stores in

|other sections of the city.

The Metropolitan opera house and
the Lenox hotel were the first larg:>
‘buildings to invade the Bowery.

——

|
|
|
|

will be the handsome new Wisconsin

| Central depot, and from now oun it Is

expected that modern business blocks
will replace the smaller buildings now
occupying Bowery property. It is en.
tirely reasonable to place faith in Mr.
Ribenack’s prediction that in two years

Nextithe Bowery will be but a memory.

FISH FAST FOR MONTHS

“Bull ,

‘Salmon Gorge in the Ocean and Then Seek Fresh

| Sitreams to Rest Up.
1

“Come along, come along o' me. I'll
pretty soon show’e why the salmons run
out of the wee brooks and rivers intir
the salt water. Yes, I'l show'e, just

I wulll
The speaker 1s a well known guide on
the Grand river of Gaspe, a thorough
| authority on fishing subjects, says
correspondent of the St. Louis Republic.
This sample of his talk will indentify
him to scores of former patrons.
| As he spoke he led the way
| large icehouse, where lay numbers of
|the finest of the salmon caught by
the deep-sea fishermen, stored there
until the summer marketing s
in. At least one of them, a
male fish of thirty-three pounds,
rnot yet been opened, and when it
there was a surprise to one familiar
with the salmon in fresh water,
There was one seven-inch ha
and four or fl-\. large herrings
in the paunch. “More’'n what ye
be wanting to eat in
Sich a fish as yon would eat his weight
every twa days, If he had his
Where would he be getting all
think’e, iIn a bit o' a stream,
a big river even?

**Ah, well, the salmon's no sich a
fule as ta tak’ chances 0 being left
{ hungry, ye see. He'll just go straight
away for the first drove of herrings
or haddocks, or even caplin, if there's
nothing better, and fairly live with the
'erowd as well as on
away from the big chaps, for they can
swim some, I tell'e. The boats get "em
in the nets, when they are after the
other fieh, ye see, that's how al] these
got caught last winter and spring.”

“But 1 was always told that in the
8 ! sea the salmon fed on crabs, or craw-
{ fish, or things of the shell famllies,
which accounts for their color,” said
the other.

:

would

a day

that,
or in

ness,”” was the reply. “Why, a big

salmon would be clammed to death be
fore he’'d fill himself with sich wee;
culch as that. It's something big he's

wanting to fill up on. And color, do ye
{say? It's fat, just fish oil, as glves;
| LOIUI"."

“It they are so well fed in the sea,
why do they ever leave and go up the
irivers?"”

“For one thing, it is na' just nm}
| for the spawning, as you folks think.
The old man locked the icehouse door, |
{1it hils pipe, and with much delibera-
| tion went on:
|is a fresh water fish, made for rivers|
and lakes. For the first year or two
he could net breathe in the =ea at all.
| Salmon eggs perish if the =alt water |
|comes near them. It is only an in-|
' satiable appetite which sends him to
Ilhe ocean. The food he gets there in|
| immense quantities develops not only |
size, but fat as well, and brings on a|
w-a'lnn which every ﬂe'Hon sickens h .mi
| against eating at all. He runs up tol
the inland resorts for the same reason
that other jaded dyspeptics go to the
sea, to try the effect of a change and
to rest.

“In fact, the salmon have then such
a nverfect cCistaste for food that for
some monthe they fast entirely, and
eat nothing. Pretly nearly all the wild
things of the woods, us well as of the
waters, have similar habits of occa-
sional abstinemce, some taking no fool
from autumn until spring."”

The keen-sighted observer still fur-
ther remnarked that salt water was cer-
tain to produce thirst sooner or later.
Salmon are not naturally sea dwellers,
and after a few months there they be-
come =0 clogged with brine and
parched with thirst that they just have
to rush back for thelr native waters.

“An’ certaln, that's but natural. Who
does na' at times crave for a drink
fra the auld wellhead, or the wee bit
springle under the beeg stane?”

A learned physician, who was of the
partv. remarked as a commentary
upcen the report of this conversation
that surgical research had ecstablished
the fact that the digestive tract of the
salmon was almost functionless and
inactive when he entered fresh water
from the sea. The big fish have, In
fact, then hardly any power of as-
similating food, and doubtless live
upon the matter stored in their sys-
temns until their return.

With regard tc the impelling thirst
for fresh water science was unable to
discover ground for the theory, which
was, however, not imposing on its face.

According to Sandy’s 1dea, which

|
b Y

| provided

| water,
al

the salmon is driven to the sea
his want of food, though he is by
nature a fresh water fish. But if sal-
mon spawn was deposited in brine it
would die. Accordingly nature has
against this by making it
necessary for salmon to leave the sea
every year and rush back to the fresh
and that just at he time when
of the race requires

rate,

the preservation

{that he leave the sea and go back to
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his native spawning place.

FIRE ESCAPE

e 1S Urged by International

‘\t.l-

Society of Building
Inspectors.

Washington, Aug. 9.—To go down
the ordinary external fire-escape lad-
der one has to be more or less of an
acrobat and possess unusually strong
nerves and sinews; nearly all such
fire-escapes are placed where, in a
severe fire they are liable to become
red hot and useless, and in nine cases
located so as to be
less Inaccessible. The In-
ternational Society of Building In-
spectors, through its executive officer,
Architect Fitzpatrick of Washington,
making an effert to have citles
incorporate in their building require-
ments a rule that will give every
structure a safe and positive fire-
ES(‘&DE.

The main stairs, it 18 argued, the
nrdinan means of access to a build-
ling that people use regularly” day
"by day, is the most natural means

{of egress to which they will turn in
fa moment of need,

therefore, it is
contended, the maln stairs of every
should be made absolutely
t-hnu.ld be enclogseéd in

either walls of
ﬁcreens of steel] or
and having self-closing
at every landing, and the said
| stairs to either abut directly upon
| the street or into a fireproof corridor
and from which

or

jcorridor there sha]} be none. but
| absclutely fireproof communicatidns,
doors, ete., to any other portion of

It may be a very slight

inconvenience to open and close a

| door every time one goes up or down

la stairway, but this is counterbalanced
by the absolute security and safety
afforded by such a stairway. It is
the sanest and safest fire and or-
dinary exit from any building, and
there should be no time lost in mak-
ing this suggested change in our or-
dinances operative, compelling new
buildings to be so built, and the old
ones changed as speedily as possible,

It pays to advertise in The Herald. Ask
the Oak Hall

ﬁ
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Palmo Tablets
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